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Climate change: when young people need to show movement.
Editors: Hyeonjeong Kim, Yeji Choi (UNAI ASPIRE Korea University Branch)

Have you heard of a 16-year-old girl from Sweden named Greta Thunberg? Recently her name has been heard
all over the world. She is a youth environmental activist in Sweden and is the starting point of the protests called

"Friday for the Future."

At age 8, Greta began to feel a sense of crisis over global warming, and despite the seriousness of global
warming, she said, she began to wonder why people were doing nothing. In response, in the summer of 2018,
when the hottest summer in Sweden's weather observation history, she was absent from school until September
when the general elections were held and staged a one-man protest in front of Congress to urge them to come
up with measures to tackle climate change. Her behavior has become a huge wave for young people, making

changes in their perception of climate change and encouraging them to make immediate moves.

Greta Thunberg's boycott of school has led to a global climate movement, "Friday for the Future" in which
more than 4 million people from 150 countries have participated so far. The hashtag ‘#Friday for Future' became
known around the world on social networking sites, and the movement of young people spread to more than 40
countries, including Sweden, Britain, Belgium, France and Germany, as well as Australia and Japan. After the UN.
Conference on Youth Climate Action was held in New York, the movement by young people spread around the
world to protest from all over the world. In South Korea, about 500 teenagers also took part in Sept. 27. The
movement has led not only young people's movements, but also various companies such as Google, Microsoft
and Lush to join the protests, making the world realize the urgency of responding to climate change. In addition,
leaders pledged to actively tackle dimate change and continued to announce detailed plans to achieve the goals

of the Paris climate change agreement.

What message does Greta Thunberg deliver to young people? Talking about the cause of the exercise, she said,
"I'm doing this because other people do nothing. It is my moral responsibility to do what | can. | want politicians
to prioritize climate issues, focus on climate, and treat it like a crisis." She also shows her concerns about climate
change by acting directly, such as practicing vegetarianism, in order not to adversely affect climate change in
person. This suggests that young people can take moral responsibility and take the lead in tackling climate
change. It will not be the older generation, but rather be our generation, and the future generation, that will
suffer the damage from climate change. It is time for young people to act so that climate change does not

become more serious.
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