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Towards true sustainable energy use
UNAI ASPIRE KOREA UNIVERSITY BRANCH HYEONJEONG KIM

In terms of energy use all around the globe, it can be called as '1:50 society. This refers to the
reality that 2 percent of the world's population use 98 percent of energy and the rest use only
remaining 2 percent. As such, energy inequality is rampant in the world. What if we can't use energy
including electricity? We will no longer be able to maintain the current standard of living. Energy is
an important factor in life.

According to the global trend in energy use, as of 2014, 1.06 billion of the world's population still
cannot use electricity, and 3 billion people are exposed to indoor air pollution because of no access
to clean fuel and technology for cooking. These circumstances make their development difficult. In
other words, energy accessibility can be seen as the core problem. Therefore, energy-related goals
are also presented in the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which the international society
has created to solve current problems and create a better future. SDGs Goal 7, 'Securing affordable,
reliable, sustainable and modern access to energy for all' must meet standards such as the
universality of energy access, the adequacy of energy prices, the reliability of energy supply (stability),
energy sustainability, and energy modernity. These criteria ultimately seek to ensure that everyone
is reliably supplied with energy under any circumstances and has the sustainability to reliably supply
it to future generations.

If then, is the current energy supply in the right way? The current energy supply system do not
have enough infrastructure to provide energy to everyone and we even do not use the energy in
sustainable way for the future generation. In addition, the use of fossil energy, the current main
source of energy, is a major contributor to climate change. This climate change often goes beyond
the natural environment and affects human rights. Due to climate change, people lose their living
grounds, losing their right of life and housing. Natural disasters are also another threat to their
health rights. The damage from climate change is also concentrated in Southeast Asia, South Asia,
Africa and South America, where many developing countries are located, although the major areas
causing problems from excessive use of energy are advanced countries. This phenomenon is called
climate inequality and it goes against climate justice.

What is the sustainable way of producing energy? This simply means a situation in which energy
can be used by the current generation. Therefore, SDGs Goal 7 requires everyone to ensure
affordable, reliable and modern access to energy, such as electricity, substantially increasing the
share of renewable energy in global energy configurations, and improving global energy efficiency.
Due to this use of energy, modern fuels and cooking facilities reduce producing indoor air pollution
and prevent deterioration of health. Ultimately, the eco-friendly way of producing energy can serve

as a key to address the most urgent and critical challenges facing mankind, including rising sea



levels, desertification, and disputes over water and food shortages due to global warming, beyond
energy security.

So what can we do for the sustainable energy of the global community? We need to increase the
share of renewable energy such as solar and wind power and reduce the needlessly used energy.
We can also use energy-efficient products to save energy. As a global citizen, we can reduce energy
by using ‘eco-mileage’ that are used in Korea and donate to energy-weak class. Also, by participating
in many programs such as Lighting Children Campaign, an eco-friendly energy sharing campaign

that sends solar lanterns assembled by sponsors to children in energy-poor countries.



