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Shadow of Education: Sex Education for Developmentally Disabled
Gyeongmin Kim (Hankuk Univ. of Foreign Studies Branch)

In accordance with the Goal 4 for Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) -
“Ensuring Inclusive and Equitable Quality Education and Promote Lifelong Learning
Opportunities for All,” the world is striving to resolve educational inequality.
However, there is still a blind spot of education in the international society. A
representative example is sex education for the developmentally disabled. People
with developmental disorder refers to a person whose physical or mental
development lags behind normal expectations in comparison with the same age
group. As they often have difficulty in expressing intention on their own, it is hard
to protect themselves from sex crimes. Moreover, they are frequently spotted as
sex offenders because their physical contacts to show intimacy are considered sex
crimes by others. In particular, about 80 percent of crimes committed against the
disabled are sexual violence against the developmentally disabled, and recidivism
rate of those with developmental disabilities who commit sex crimes is about 3.5
times higher than those with non-disabilities. Experts say that proper sex
education for the developmentally disabled should be implemented to solve these
problems.

Nevertheless, sex education for developmentally disabled has not been noted in
the field of education. First, the absolute amount of time spent on sex education
for developmentally disabled is insufficient. In case of Korea, The Ministry of
Gender Equality and Family provides ‘Education of Sex Rights for Disabled Children
and Adolescents’ since 2012, which is the only government's policy to prevent
sexual crimes for youth with developmental disabilities. Even, in the last two years,
only 1,500 disabled adolescents received this education, which is only 4.7 percent
of total number of adolescents with developmental disabilities registered in the
Ministry of Health and Welfare. Second, current sex education for the
developmentally disabled is ineffective. The current education system, which
teaches only basic sexual awareness does not allow adolescents with developmental
disability and lack of socialization, how to judge which actions can be considered
as sec crimes. In addition, sex education is conducted without considering
individual disability types and grades due to lack of experts in sex education for
the disabled. Such inappropriate sex education can cause rather the
developmentally disabled to do inappropriate sexual behavior.

Providing appropriate sex education for the developmentally disabled is
significant in that it ensures equal accessibility to quality education for people in
vulnerable educational environments, and it contributes to SDGs Goal 4. Moreover,
by providing safety and non-violence through education, it can enhance the
welfare of the developmentally disabled, namely the people. Thus, sex education
for the developmentally disabled can function as a foundation for creating a
comprehensive and effective educational environment for all with nobody being



marginalized. In order to eliminate blind spots in education, several sex education
policies for the developmentally disabled are being implemented overseas. For
example, Germany has been supporting sex education for disabled students up to
10 years, linking experts of sex education in the community with schools and
families. In addition, 'Early Intervention Service for the Developmentally Disabled'
is implemented in Australia to provide sex education and cooperative services for
disabled children under 6 years of age.

So, what can we, as global citizens, do for the sex education aimed the people
with developmental disabilities? Until now, our society has regarded people with
developmental disabilities as either having no sexual desire or being overly
obsessed with sex. Due to this biased view, the sex of the disabled was thoroughly
repressed in indifference. From now on, we should foster awareness about the sex
of the disabled through global citizenship education. We should also inform that
disabled people, like non-disabled people, have basic sex rights and sexual
self-determination to enjoy and take responsibility for. Furthermore, we should
shed light on the areas remaining as blind spots of education such as sex
education for the disabled, education for senior citizens, multicultural education
and others. Unlike the past society where recognition about educational inequality
was not present, modern society has critical mind about it and strives to resolve
it. In line with the positive changes, we should also shine a light on the shadow of
education.
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